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JUILLIARD STRING QUARTET
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With unparalleled artistry and enduring vigor, the
Juilliard String Quartet (JSQ) continues to inspire
audiences around the world. Founded in 1946 and
hailed by The Boston Globe as “the most important
American quartet in history,” the ensemble draws on
a deep and vital engagement to the classics, while
embracing the mission of championing new works, a
vibrant combination of the familiar and the daring.
Each performance of the Juilliard String Quartet is a
unique experience, bringing together the four
members’ profound understanding, total
commitment, and unceasing curiosity in sharing the
wonders of the string quartet literature.

In the 2023/2024 season the quartet returns to Japan
with concerts in Tokyo, Niigata, Mishima, Hyogo,
and Nagano. In Europe appearances include the
Konzerthaus Berlin, the Concertgebouw in
Amsterdam, Hamburg’s Elbphilharmonie,
Beethoven-Haus Bonn, Schumann Saal in
Dusseldorf and the Wimbledon Festival. In North
America appearances include Arizona Friends of
Chamber Music, Buffalo Chamber Music Society,
South Mountain Concerts, SOKA Arts, Hartt
School of Music, Lied Center of Kansas, Chamber
Music Society of Louisville, Emory Chamber Music
Society and the Amelia Islands Chamber Music
Festival in addition to concerts at Alice Tully Hall
and People’s Symphony Concerts. Their programs
will feature new works by Jörg Widmann (String
Quartets Nos. 8 & 10) and Tyson Davis (String
Quartet No. 2) commissioned by the quartet and
premiered last season, in addition to works by
Janacek, Beethoven and Schubert.

Adding to its celebrated discography, an album of
works by Beethoven, Bartók, and Dvořák was
released by Sony Classical in April 2021 to critical
acclaim. Additionally, Sony Masterworks released a
JSQ catalog release (The Early Juilliard Recordings)
in June 2021. In the fall of 2018, the JSQ released an
album on Sony featuring the world premiere
recording of Mario Davidovsky’s Fragments (2016),
together with Beethoven’s Quartet Op. 95 and
Bartók’s Quartet No. 1.

JUILLIARD STRING QUARTET
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2024 | 7:30 PM

Juilliard String Quartet
Areta Zhulla, violin 
Ronald Copes, violin
Molly Carr, viola 
Astrid Schween, cello

Colbert Artists Management, Inc.
180 Elm Street, Suite I #221
Pittsfield, MA 01201-6552



String Quartet No. 2, "Intimate Letters"

Andante - Con moto
Adagio - Vivace
Moderato
Allegro
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INTERMISSION

PROGRAM

TYSON GHOLSTON DAVIS (b.2000)

LEOŠ JANÁČEK (1854-1928)

String Quartet No. 2, “Amorphous Figures” (2022)

EVENING SERIES

Additionally, Sony Classical’s 2014 reissue of the
Quartet’s landmark recordings of the first four
Elliott Carter String Quartets along with the 2013
recording of Carter’s fifth quartet traces a
remarkable period in the evolution of both the
composer and the ensemble. The Quartet’s
recordings of the Bartók and Schoenberg
Quartets, as well as those of Debussy, Ravel and
Beethoven, have won Grammy Awards, and in
2011 the JSQ became the first classical music
ensemble to receive a lifetime achievement award
from the National Academy of Recording Arts
and Sciences.

Devoted master teachers, the members of the
Juilliard String Quartet offer classes and open
rehearsals when on tour. The JSQ is String
Quartet in Residence at the Juilliard School and
its members – Areta Zhulla, Ronald Copes,
Molly Carr, and Astrid Schween – are all sought-
after teachers on the string and chamber music
faculties. Each May, they host the five-day
internationally recognized Juilliard String Quartet
Seminar. During the summer, the JSQ works
closely on string quartet repertoire with students
at the Tanglewood Music Center.

String Quartet No. 15 in G Major, D. 887

Allegro molto moderato
Andante un poco moto
Scherzo: Allegro vivace
Allegro assai

FRANZ SCHUBERT (1797-1828)



CZECH COMPOSER LEOŠ JANÁČEK was
the fiery younger colleague of Dvořák and
Smetana. Trained in the classic-romantic tradition,
Janáček destroyed much of his early work during
the 1890s and began to write “music of truth,” an
art expressive of higher reality. Disdainful of the
merely beautiful and interesting, Janáček created
actual dramas, each brought to life through varied
tone qualities, ever-changing dynamics, and
strongly contrasting themes. Although opera
became his favorite genre, he wrote numerous
instrumental works that, he wrote, should sound
“as if dipped in blood.” Every piece should contain
not only “roses” but also “thorns.”

In the early 1920s the Bohemian quartet, led by
Dvořák’s son-in-law Josef Suk, asked Janáček to
compose two string quartets for them Janáček’s
String Quartet No. 2 (1928) was inspired by his
long friendship with the beautiful Kamila
Stösslová, a married woman thirty-eight years his
junior. The quartet, which develops with
unpredictable shifts of texture, color and rhythm,
was intended to reflect the character of their
relationship as revealed in their exchange of more
than 600 letters. 

The opening Andante portrays the fateful first
meeting of these platonic lovers. As Kamila
gradually becomes the composer’s muse, the music
grows faster and more rapturous. The viola, which
assumes the persona of Kamila, maintains the
dominant role. After a fortissimo trill in the cello
and an introductory theme in the violins, the viola
articulates an eerie theme sul ponticello (on the
bridge). The cello, taking the persona of the
composer, then shares this theme as the violins
develop a melody alternately forceful and elegiac.
The movement closes with a statement of the
opening theme accompanied by high violin trills.

In the second movement the composer
contemplates Kamila giving birth to a son and
considers his future life. (Janáček was actually
devoted to Kamila’s real-life son. Shortly after
completing the quartet the composer went on
holiday with Kamila’s family. Janáček caught a
chill while hunting for the boy in the woods and
quickly died of pneumonia.) The thematic
material is based primarily on the viola theme
heard in the first movement.  A lively melody in
5/8 time provides a rhythmic contrast.

PROGRAM NOTES

Strong contrasts of mood characterize the third
movement. Two themes are explored through
continuously varying tempos and textures.

The Allegro finale portrays the composer’s
devotion to his muse: “You stand behind every
note, you, living, forceful, loving. The fragrance of
your body, the glow of your kisses—no, really of
mine. Those notes of mine kiss all of you. They
call for you passionately.” An initial folklike
melody is interrupted by a conflicting rhythmic
pattern that gradually insinuates itself into the
entire texture. The movement becomes a colorful
amalgam of sounds: a cello line alternating
pizzicato and bowed notes on successive beats; a
rapidly accelerating theme; intrusions of the
opening theme into the ongoing material. Near the
end all four instruments play stridently at the
bridge on a strong dissonance. The second violin
trills a four note theme, which leads to a re-
exposition of the quartet’s three primary motifs.
The work closes on Janáček’s favorite chord of D-
flat major with the added dissonance of E-flat.

FROM TYSON GHOLSTON DAVIS
Amorphous Figures (String Quartet No. 2) (2022)
is a work written in response to Jacob’s Ladder
(1957), a painting by the American abstract
expressionist Helen Frankenthaler. I first
discovered this work in 2019 when I had been
taking frequent visits to the Museum of Modern
Art in New York. Frankenthaler’s color palette and
her sublime sense of space and movement
immediately drew me to the canvas. I began to see
musical characteristics of her abstraction. The hues
dance around one another in a way that they begin
to morph into one another subtly. The soft edges
of these oil paints thinned with turpentine aid this
quality of variations I found. With these themes in
mind, musical elements such as motivic
development and developing variation allotted me
to begin my sketches of this work. Amorphous
Figures consist of continuous variations that
gradually expand on the melodic and gestural
content of the work. The variations are
interrupted by scherzo-like sections “Bursts I and
II” . These contrasting sections are distinctive due
to their pitch content and seemingly spontaneous,
violent gestures. ” Bursts I and II” influence the
structure material of the variations that follow
them until they begin to synthesize into an
amorphous collage in the same fashion as
Frankenthaler’s masterpiece.
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Amorphous Figures was commissioned by Da
Camera Society of Houston, The John F.
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, and
Chamber Music of Cincinnati for the Juilliard
String Quartet.

SCHUBERT’S D. 887 QUARTET in G major
is the last of his fifteen string quartets and
perhaps the most remarkable.  Within a ten day
period in June, 1826 Schubert created a towering
work of astounding modernity from the briefest
of thematic ideas. Recognizing its uniqueness, he
chose to program the quartet’s first movement on
the breakthrough invitational concert held six
months before his death.  Although the critics
present praised its “spirit and originality,”
publishers rejected the work because of its length
and difficulty.  The quartet was eventually
published posthumously fifteen years after its
completion.

A restless, questioning atmosphere is established
at the outset. The quartet begins with a
harmonically ambiguous motif--a sustained
opening chord in G major abruptly resolves on G
minor, followed by a staccato response.  The
second theme, a poignant utterance played in
short, syncopated phrases by the violin, is
repeated by the cello.  Freely cast in sonata form,
the movement unfolds within a framework of
harmonies that continuously alternate between
the major and minor modes.  Agitated tremolos
and virtuoso passagework contribute to the
orchestral quality of this extensive movement.

The last three movements of D. 887 reveal
relationships to Schubert’s D. 810 String Quartet
in D minor (“Death and the Maiden”), premiered
in January of the same year. While the earlier
Andante is clearly based on the eponymous song
in which Death comes to claim a young girl, the
dramatic Andante (E minor) of D. 887 also
suggests mortality. The theatrical qualities of this
movement have been recognized by the cinema
industry. Both irony and death were conveyed in
“Crimes and Misdemeanors” (1989): in an
extended scene, the female love interest, a naive
devotee of Schubert’s gentler songs, walks a
deserted street as the cello plays the wistfully
melancholy opening solo. But suddenly, in the
second thematic area (G minor), a violent
Schubert emerges. 
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Abruptly loud, jagged rhythms and vehemently
roiling melodic cells, made even more emphatic by
their separating rests, accompany the demise of this
hapless woman.

The Scherzo (B minor) returns to Schubert’s more
familiar world. A buoyant melodic idea is followed
by a central trio section (G major) that resembles a
Ländler, a genial Austrian peasant dance. This
slower and lilting area offers one of Schubert’s
characteristic glorious modulations (here to B
major) before the repeat of the Scherzo. 

The brilliant finale unfolds with relentless energy.
Formally this lengthy movement is a rondo with
two themes and two contrasting interludes. The
harmonic ambiguity heard in the opening
movement now returns as the key center
continuously vacillates between major and minor.
As in the earlier “Death and the Maiden” Quartet,
its first subject resembles a tarantella, a fast Italian
dance originally intended to purge venom from a
spider’s victim. The strongly accented second
subject perpetuates the momentum of a feverish
dance. 

Notes for the Janáček and Schubert by Nancy Monsman



Larry Herron & Harlow Sires
Anonymous

Jean-Paul Bierny & 
    Chris Tanz
Michael S. Bylsma
Jim Cushing
Les & Suzanne Hayt
Alan Hershowitz
Robert & Deborah Johnson
Minna J. Shah
Elliott & Wendy Weiss

Nancy Bissell
Randolph & Margaret Nesse
Boyer Rickel
Randy Spalding
Paul A. St. John & Leslie P. Tolbert
Jim Tharp & Jim Lindheim
Michael & Mary Turner

Bruce Hartman
Janet & Joe Hollander
William Lindgren & 
     Clareann Bunker
Jack McReynolds & 
     Valerie Connaughton
Martie Mecom
Jean & Jordan Nerenberg
Norman Paulu
John & Ila Rupley
Reid & Linda Schindler
Walter Swap
Roger Taft
Joe & Connie Theobald
Susan Von Kersburg
Jan Wezelman & David Bartlett

Bob Albrecht & Jan Kubek
Katherine Bermingham
Gail D. Burd & 
     John G. Hildebrand
Kaety Byerley
Shirley Chann
Bryan & Elizabeth Daum
Anonymous
Zoe & Matt Davis
Robert & Nancy Eschrich
Peter & Carole Feistmann
Nova Foster
Charles Hoffman & Marcia Reed
Mary Hughes
Arthur & Judy Kidder
Julie & Mike Kirk
Bonnie & Gregory Kuykendall
Donna Mardis
Warren & Felicia May
Harry Nungesser
Charles M. & Suzanne Peters
Elaine Rousseau
Stephen Smith & Carla Granat
Ed & Elizabeth Spar
Harry Stacy
Sally Sumner
George F. Timson
Joseph Tolliver
Barbara Turton
Sherman Weitzmon
Anne Wright & Rick Wallat

$5,000 – 9,999

$2,500 – 4,999

$20,000 & ABOVE

$500 – 999

THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS! 

Max McCauslin & John Smith

$10,000 – 19,999

Betsy Babb
Jefferson Bailey & Richard Steen
Brent Benjamin
Gail Bernstein
Jan Buckingham & L.M. Ronald
Barbara Carpenter
Frederic H. & Diana Chaffee
Dagmar Cushing
Raul & Isabel Delgado
Beth Foster
Leonid Friedlander
J.D. & Margot Garcia
Garrett-Waldmeyer Trust
Tom & Janet Gething
Gerald & Barbara Goldberg
Teresa Green
Wesley Green

$1,000 – 2,499

Thomas & Susan Aceto
Sydney Arkowitz
Dan & Carolee Asia
Andrew Broan
Joyce Broan
Bob Capetta
Jim Cook
Nancy Cook
Wiley Cornell
C. Jane Decker
Mark Dickinson & 
     Letizia Stanghellini
John & Mary Enemark
Jack Evans
Lionel & Karen Faitelson
David Farneth & David Gilbert
Tommy & Margot Friedmann
Bob Geremia
Eloise Gore & Allen Hile
Steve Hans
Louis Hess & Patricia Anderson
Sara Hunsaker
Charles & Marcia Lavine
Daniela Lax
Alan Levenson & Rachel Goldwyn
John Little
Thomas & Susan Lowry
Janet Olson
Jay & Elizabeth Rosenblatt
Adib & Entisar Sabbagh
Sara Shifrin
James & Sallie Soto
Jim & Judy Steffen
Barbara Straub
Charles & Sandy Townsdin
Dimitri Voulgaropoulos & 
     Tyna Callahan
Diana Warr

$250 – 499
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Frances Bernfeld
James & Marilyn Black
Peter Bleasby
Nathaniel Bloomfield
Joyce Bolinger
Jeff Buchella
John Burcher
Patricia & Gordon Coolman
Janice Crebbs
Terence DeCarolis
Donald & Louise Doran
Brian Edney
John Ehlert
Norman Epstein & Margaret Pope
Paul Evelti & Jack Rogers
Matt Felix
Nina Ferentinos
Susan Fifer
Dorothy Fitch & John Munier
James & Ruth Friedman
Thomas & Nancy Gates
David Gilbert
Gerry Goldsholle
Kathryn Gordon
Dr. John & Mary Gorny
Janet Grayson
Marilyn Halonen
Sally Harwoodv
Louise Homburger
Willliam & Sarah Hufford
Jack Juraco
Joe Kantauskis & Gayle Brown
Sandra Kinet
Susan Kinloch
Paul Kreuzer
William Kruse
Laura LaFave
Barbara Larson
Duk Lawson
Dan Leach
Diarmuid Mac Carthy
Mary Mac Carthy
Clarissa & Paul Marques
Catherine Marshall
William McCallum

$100 – 249 Lawrence Morgan & 
     Nancy Morgan
Karen Ottenstein Beer
Detlev Pansch & Julie Steffen
Dr. Mary Peterson & 
     Dr. Lynn Nadel
Lynn Ratener
Jo Riester
Melody Robidoux
Mary Sasse
James Sattler
Frank Sciannella
Martha Selman
Stephen & Janet Seltzer
Mark Haddad Smith
John Swain
Michael Tabor
Jennalyn Tellman
Dolores Vaughn
Marianne Vivirito & Ross
Iwamoto
Timothy Wachowiak
Douglas Weiner
Patricia Wendel
Daryl Willmarth
Sheila Wilson
Gretchen Wissner & Jim Miller
Grace & Sam Young

Contributions are listed from
January 24, 2023 through January
24, 2024. Space limitations prevent
us from listing contributions less
than $100.

Every contribution helps secure the
future of AFCM.

Please advise us if your name is not
listed properly or inadvertently
omitted.

Jean-Paul Bierny

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF

Thomas & Susan Aceto
Philip Alejo
Cathy Anderson
Gail Bernstein
AFCM Board
Marisa & Guy Borders
Bob Capetta
Frederic H. & Diana Chaffee
Shirley Chann
Nancy Cook
Nina Ferentinos
Beth Foster
Tommy & Margot Friedmann
Wesley Green
Bruce Hartman
Larry Herron & Harlow Sires
Janet & Joe Hollander
Robert & Deborah Johnson
Jack Juraco
Laura M. LaFave
Dan Leach
Mary Mac Carthy
Diarmuid Mac Carthy
Catherine Marshall
Harry Nungesser
Warren & Felicia May
John & Ila Rupley
Adib & Entisar Sabbagh
Janet & Stephen Seltzer
Mark Haddad Smith
James & Sallie Soto
Randy Spalding
Paul St. John & Leslie Tolbert
Harry Stacy
Walt Swap
Wendy & Elliott Weiss
Jan Wezelman & David Bartlett
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Nancy Bissell
    Paul St. John & 
       Leslie Tolbert

Mary Lou Hutchins 
    C. Jane Decker

Elaine Rousseau 
    Les & Suzanne Hayt
    Douglas Weiner

Randy Spalding
    Jim Cook
    Nancy Cook

Chris Tanz 
    Warren & Felicia May

Ann & Ben Epstein
     Norman Epstein & 
         Margaret  Pope

Betty Hentz
    C. Jane Decker

Myra Levenson
     Gerry Goldsholle

Maurice Weinrobe
    Cathy Anderson
    Anonymous
    Susan Fifer
    Donna Lascell
    Virlyn & Greg Leitner
    Elias (Lee) Pritsoulis
    Ed & Elizabeth Spar
    Paul Stecker
    Leslie Tolbert & Paul St. John
    Diana Warr

Winston Warr
    Judith Brown
    Diana Warr

Stephen G. Tellman
   Jennalyn Tellman

Jean-Paul Bierny & Chris Tanz
Nancy Bissell
Nathaniel & Suzanne Bloomfield
Theodore & Celia Brandt
Nancy Cook
Dagmar Cushing
Lidia DelPiccolo-Morris
Dr. Marilyn Heins
Joe & Janet Hollander
Judy Kidder
Linda Leedberg
Tom & Rhoda Lewin
Jerry Peek
Ghislaine Polak
Boyer Rickel
Randy Spalding
Anonymous

$25,000 and above
Family Trust of Lotte Reyersback
Phyllis Cutcher, Trustee of the 
    Frank L. Wadleigh Trust
Anne Denny
Richard E. Firth
Carol Kramer
Arthur Maling
Claire B. Norton Fund (held at
   Community Foundation for
   Southern Arizona)
Herbert Ploch
John & Helen Schaefer Trust
Lusia Slomkowska Living Trust
Agnes Smith

$10,000 – $24,999
Marian Cowle
Minnie Kramer
Jeane Serrano

Up to $9,999
Elmer Courtland
Margeret Freundenthal
Susan R. Polleys Administrative 
    Trust
Frances Reif
Edythe Timbers

Listed are current plans and 
posthumous gifts.

Jean-Paul Bierny & Chris Tanz
Dagmar Cushing

Barry & Susan Austin
Jack McReynolds & 
    Valerie Connaughton
Paul St. John & Leslie Tolbert
Michael & Mary Turner
Joe & Connie Theobald

Anonymous
Jean-Paul Bierny & Chris Tanz
Paul St. John & Leslie Tolbert

Anonymous
Nancy Bissell
Larry Herron & Harlow Sires
Max McCauslin & John Smith
Boyer Rickel
Elaine Rousseau
Randy Spalding
Paul St. John & Leslie Tolbert

Arizona Commission on the Arts
Arizona Foundation for Tucson 
    and Southern Arizona
Associated Chamber Music 
    Players 

All commission, concert, 
and musician sponsors are
acknowledged with posters 
in the theater lobby and in concert
programs.

YOUR SUPPORT ENSURES AFCM'S FUTURE!

GIFTS IN HONOR OF

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF JEAN-PAUL BIERNY
LEGACY SOCIETY

GRANTS

COMMISSIONS

MUSIC IN THE SCHOOLS

CONCERT SPONSORSHIPS

MUSICIAN SPONSORSHIPS
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EVENING SERIES

PIANO & FRIENDS

COMMISSIONS

TUCSON WINTER CHAMBER
MUSIC FESTIVAL

Alexander Malofeev, piano
Sunday, October 22, 2023
3:00 p.m.

Nikki Chooi, violin
Timothy Chooi, violin
Sunday, January 7, 2024 
3:00 p.m.

Steven Banks, saxophone
Xak Bjerken, piano
Sunday, February 18, 2024
3:00 p.m.

Jerusalem Quartet
Wednesday, October 11, 2023
7:30 p.m.

Michael Stephen Brown, piano
Wednesday, November 8, 2023
7:30 p.m.

Isidore String Quartet
Wednesday, December 6, 2023
7:30 p.m.

Argus Quartet
Wednesday, January 17, 2024
7:30 p.m.

Chamber Music Society of
Lincoln Center
Wednesday, January 31, 2024
7:30 p.m.

Juilliard String Quartet
Wednesday, February 7, 2024
7:30 p.m.

Fauré Quartett
Wednesday, March 27, 2024 
7:30 p.m.

Winter Festival 2024
March 3–10, 2024

Peter Rejto, Artistic Director

Dover Quartet
    Joel Link, violin
    Bryan Lee, violin
    Julianne Lee, viola
    Camden Shaw, cello

Edward Arron, cello
Jennifer Frautschi, violin
Romie de Guise-Langlois,  
    clarinet
Bernadette Harvey, piano
Jeewon Park, piano
Masumi Per Rostad, viola
Randall Scarlata, baritone
Axel Strauss, violin

George Tsontakis
Portraits of El Greco, Book II
Accordo
Sunday, September 24, 2023
3:00 p.m.
Arizona Premiere

Leilehua Lanzilotti
ahupua’a
Argus Quartet 
January 17, 2024 
Arizona Premiere

Pierre Jalbert
Quintet for Clarinet and 
    Strings
Dover Quartet 
March 10, 2024
World Premiere

10

Tickets online or at the box office. 

For program and artist 
information, please visit 
arizonachambermusic.org.

2023-2024 SEASON

SPECIAL CONCERT

Accordo
Sunday, September 24, 2023
3:00 p.m.

If you are interested in sponsoring a concert or a musician, please contact
Cathy Anderson in the box office or at arizonachambermusic.org.

If you are interested in sponsoring a commissioned work, please contact
Cathy Anderson at office@arizonachambermusic.org

As all are aware, sustaining the legacy of Jean-Paul Bierny is
important as he single-handedly expended a tireless energy and
endless generosity on Arizona Friends of Chamber Music's behalf.
Thus, thanks to the generosity of our long-term supporter, eddy
Hodak, he is offering complementary student tickets to the first ten
students that come to any AFCM concert. Apply through the box
office by sending an email to
cathyanderson@arizonachambermusic.org or calling 
520-577-3769. 

mailto:cathyanderson@arizonachambermusic.org
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WEDNESDAY MARCH 27

Fauré Quartett

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18

Steven Banks & 

Xak Bjerken

Phone: 520-577-3769

info@arizonachambermusic.org

arizonachambermusic.org

facebook.com/arizonachambermusic 

ADDITIONAL GRANT SUPPORT PROVIDED BY:

Coming next from AFCM!

MARCH 3 - 10

Tucson Winter

Chamber Music

Festival


