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FROM THE BOARD

AFCM welcomes you to tonight’s concert by

the renowned pianist and composer, Michael

Stephen Brown, who arrives this evening to

delight us after recent appearances at Wolf

Trap: Chamber Music at the Barns. His

program is a wonderful selection, including

works by Haydn, Mendelssohn, Debussy,

Ravel, von Schauroth, Brown himself, as well

as transcriptions for piano of Haydn and

Mendelssohn works. To quote Michael Brown

on his youth: “At four, I realized I wanted to

be the reincarnation of Mozart so I embarked

upon a life of exploration…but mostly pure

and utter joy.” The themes of tonight’s

program - admiration, reflection and love -

express this continuing vision. AFCM is so

pleased you are here tonight to celebrate with

Michael Stephen Brown.

Secretary, AFCM
Board Member

L A R R Y  H E R R O N  

During intermission, be sure to stop by our

board table in the lobby for information and

merchandise, and, if you haven’t already, sign up

for email notifications. Please reach out and

engage board members (we’re wearing badges)

with questions, comments, and observations.

If you’d like to sponsor a concert or commission

a composition, share your interest with Cathy

Anderson in our box office or send her an email

at cathyanderson@arizonachambermusic.org

Please note that Tucson Convention Center still

enforces a clear bag policy. Bags can be no

larger than 14”x 9” and clutches no larger than

8”x5”.Cathy can give you a bag if you need one.

As always, heartfelt thanks for your enthusiastic

and generous support!
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MICHAEL STEPHEN BROWN
NOVEMBER 8, 2023 | 7:30 PM

As a composer, he recently toured his own
Concerto for Piano and Strings (2020) around the
US and Poland with several orchestras. He was the
Composer and Artist-in-Residence at the New
Haven Symphony for the 2017-19 seasons and a
2018 Copland House Residency Award recipient.
He has received commissions from the Gilmore
Piano Festival, the NFM Leopoldinum Orchestra;
the New Haven and Maryland Symphony
Orchestras; Concert Artists Guild, Shriver Hall;
Osmo Vänskä and Erin Keefe; pianists Jerome
Lowenthal, Ursula Oppens, Orion Weiss, Adam
Golka, and Roman Rabinovich; and a consortium
of gardens.

A prolific recording artist, his latest album
Noctuelles, featuring Ravel’s Miroirs and newly
discovered movements by Medtner, was called “a
glowing presentation” by BBC Music Magazine.
He can be heard as soloist with the Seattle
Symphony and Ludovic Morlot in the music of
Messiaen, and as soloist with the Brandenburg State
Symphony in music by Samuel Adler. Other
albums include Beethoven’s Eroica Variations; all-
George Perle; and collaborative albums each with
pianist Jerome Lowenthal, cellist Nicholas
Canellakis, and violinist Elena Urioste. He is now
embarking on a multi-year project to record the
complete piano music by Felix Mendelssohn
including world premiere recordings of music by
one of Mendelssohn’s muses, Delphine von
Schauroth.

Brown was First Prize winner of the Concert Artists
Guild Competition, a winner of the Bowers
Residency from the Chamber Music Society of
Lincoln Center (formerly CMS Two), and a
recipient of the Juilliard Petschek Award, and he
currently is a Steinway Artist. He earned dual
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in piano and
composition from The Juilliard School, where he
studied with pianists Jerome Lowenthal and Robert
McDonald and composers Samuel Adler and
Robert Beaser. Additional mentors have included
András Schiff and Richard Goode as well as his
early teachers, Herbert Rothgarber and Adam
Kent.

Michael Stephen Brown has been hailed by The
New York Times as “one of the leading figures in
the current renaissance of performer-composers.”
His artistry is shaped by his creative voice as a
pianist and composer, praised for his “fearless
performances” (The New York Times) and
“exceptionally beautiful” compositions (The
Washington Post).

Winner of the 2018 Emerging Artist Award from
Lincoln Center and a 2015 Avery Fisher Career
Grant, Brown has recently performed as soloist
with the Seattle Symphony, the National
Philharmonic, and the Grand Rapids, North
Carolina, Wichita, New Haven, and Albany
Symphonies; and given recitals at Carnegie Hall,
the Mostly Mozart Festival, and Lincoln Center.
Brown is an artist of the Chamber Music Society of
Lincoln Center, performing frequently at Alice
Tully Hall and on tour. In 2022, he opens the
Society’s season with Bach and Mendelssohn
concertos, and makes European debuts as soloist
with the NFM Leopoldinum Orchestra, and
performs recitals at the Beethoven-Haus Bonn and
the Chopin Museum in Majorca. He was selected
by András Schiff to perform on an international
tour making solo debuts in Berlin, Milan, Florence,
Zurich’s Tonhalle and New York’s 92nd Street Y.
He regularly performs recitals with his longtime
duo partner, cellist Nicholas Canellakis, and has
appeared at numerous festivals including
Tanglewood, Marlboro, Music@Menlo, Gilmore,
Ravinia, Saratoga, Bridgehampton, Caramoor,
Music in the Vineyards, Bard, Sedona, Moab, and
Tippet Rise.

MICHAEL STEPHEN BROWN
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PROGRAM

Menuet sur le nom d’Haydn (1909)

Fantasia in C major, Hob. XVII:4, Capriccio(1789)

INTERMISSION

CLAUDE DEBUSSY  (1862-1918)

JOSEPH HAYDN (1732-1809)

MAURICE RAVEL (1875-1937)

Hommage à Haydn (1909)

PROGRAM

Etude-Fantasy on the name of Haydn (2020)
MICHAEL BROWN (b. 1987)

Miroirs (1904–1905)

I. Noctuelles (Night Moths)
II. Oiseaux tristes (Sad Birds)
III. Une barque sur l'océan (A Boat on the Ocean)
IV. Alborada del gracioso (The Comedian’s Aubade)
V. La vallée des cloches (The Valley of Bells)

MAURICE RAVEL (1875-1937)

DELPHINE VON SCHAUROTH (1813-1887)
Three Songs Without Words, Op. 18, No. 1 in E
Major, No. 5 in A Minor, No. 6 in F Major

FELIX MENDELSSOHN (1809-1847)
Fantasy in F-sharp Minor, Op. 28

Con moto agitato—Andante
Allegro con moto
Presto

MICHAEL BROWN (b. 1987)
Breakup Etude for Right Hand (2020)

FELIX MENDELSSOHN (1809-1847)
Two transcriptions from A Midsummer Night’s Dream

Mendelssohn-Rachmaninoff: Scherzo
Mendelssohn-Liszt-Horowitz-Brown: Wedding March

This evening’s concert is

sponsored by the

generous contribution of

Paul St. John & Leslie

Tolbert

Part One, Admiration

Part Two, Reflection

Part Three, Love
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PROGRAM NOTES

Notes by Michael Stephen Brown

The works on the program share common
inspirations of folklore, nature, and love.  

PART ONE explores the musical voice of Franz
Joseph Haydn, opening with his humorous
Fantasia in C Major “Capriccio.” The work is
based on the Austrian folk song, “The farmer's
wife has lost her cat.” To commemorate the
centenary of Haydn’s death in 1909, Maurice
Ravel and Claude Debussy were commissioned to
write short homages based on musically spelling
out H-A-Y-D-N. Alongside their tributes, I
include my recent Etude-Fantasy on the name of
Haydn featuring the same pitches used by
Debussy and Ravel to close out a set honoring
Haydn. 

PART TWO features one of Ravel’s great piano
masterpieces, Miroirs. Ravel claimed that his
Miroirs was inspired by this line from
Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar, ...the eye sees not
itself, but by reflection, by some other things.
With their evocative titles and pianistic
innovations, these pieces remain among the most pictorially vivid in the repertoire. The five pieces that
comprise Miroirs are variously dedicated to a poet, a pianist, a painter, a music critic, and a composer, all
members of a circle of Parisian artists known as “Les Apaches.” 

PART THREE explores the world of love with an emphasis on Felix Mendelssohn. He was enamored
with a pianist-composer named Delphine Von Schauroth, a musical figure of the past whose music is
virtually unheard nowadays. The two had a mutual affection and she wrote Songs Without Words for
him and he dedicated various works to her in a musical love exchange. The two wound up marrying
other people. On a similar subject, my Breakup Etude for Right Hand Alone pours out my own aching
soul in the form of a masochistically difficult piece written for my right hand alone when my left hand
was stuck in a splint. The recital concludes with two transcriptions from A Midsummer Night’s Dream
by Felix Mendelssohn, Rachmaninoff’s dazzling transcription of the Scherzo, and my own spin on Liszt
and (Horowitz’s) Wedding March.
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Jean-Paul Bierny & Chris Tanz
Larry Herron & Harlow Sires

Dagmar Cushing
Leonid Friedlander
J.D. & Margot Garcia
Duncan Paton
Norman Paulu
Herschel Rosenzweig
Reid & Linda Schindler

Jim Cushing
Alison Edwards
Rowena Matthews
Boyer Rickel
Minna J. Shah
Paul A. St. John & Leslie P. Tolbert
Jim Tharp & Jim Lindheim
Michael & Mary Turner
Elliott & Wendy Weiss

Elliott & Sandy Heiman
Alan Hershowitz
Janet & Joe Hollander
Betty Iventosch Babb
Robert & Deborah Johnson
Myra Levenson & Gerry Goldsholle
William Lindgren & Clareann 
    Bunker
Jack McReynolds & Valerie  
    Connaughton
Martie Mecom
Jean & Jordan Nerenberg
Richard & Susan Nisbett
John & Ila Rupley
Rachel Shapiro
Stephen Smith & Carla Granat
Barbara Straub
Joe & Connie Theobald
Joseph Tolliver
Maurice Weinrobe & Trudy Ernst
Sherman Weitzmon
Anne Wright & Rick Wallat

Bob Albrecht & Jan Kubek
Paul & Alice Baker
Mary Ellen Bartholomew
Gail Bernstein
Nathaniel Bloomfield
Bob Capetta
Bryan & Elizabeth Daum
Philip M. Davis
Zoe & Matt Davis
Martin Diamond & Paula Wilk
Robert & Nancy Eschrich
Lionel & Karen Faitelson
Milton Francis
Frank Gohlke & Elise Paradis
Eloise Gore & Allen Hile
Bruce Hartman
Marilyn Heins
Arthur & Judy Kidder
Julie & Mike Kirk
Bonnie & Gregory Kuykendall
Charles & Marcia Lavine
Daniela Lax

$5,000 – 9,999

$2,500 – 4,999

$20,000 & ABOVE

$500 – 999

THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS! 

Nancy Bissell
Max McCauslin & John Smith
Randolph & Margaret Nesse
Randy Spalding

$10,000 – 19,999

Barry & Susan Austin
Jefferson Bailey & Richard Steen
Gail D. Burd & John G. Hildebrand
Michael S. Bylsma
Barbara Carpenter
Shirley Chann
Raul & Isabel Delgado
Peter & Carole Feistmann
Beth Foster
Robert & Ursula Garrett
Tom & Janet Gething
Gerald & Barbara Goldberg
Teresa Green
Les & Suzanne Hayt

$1,000 – 2,499

Thomas & Susan Aceto
Sydney Arkowitz
Barry & Susan Austin
Peter & Betty Bengtson
Peter Bleasby
Jan Buckingham & L.M. Ronald
John Burcher
Jack Burks & Sara Ohgushi
Kaety Byerley
Julia Coach
Wanda Coil
Jim Cook
Mark Dickinson 
    & Letizia Stanghellini
Donald & Louise Doran
Monika Dorman
John & Mary Enemark
David Farneth & David Gilbert
James & Ruth Friedman
Tommy & Margot Friedmann
Thomas & Nancy Gates
Dr. John & Mary Gorny
Janet Grayson
Steve Hans
Geoffrey & Adrianna Hewings

$250 – 499

Alan Levenson & Rachel Goldwyn
Lori Mares
Warren & Felicia May
Harry Nungesser
Charles M. & Suzanne Peters
Deborah & James Quirk
Arnie & Hannah Rosenblatt
Elaine Rousseau
Jeannette Segel
Sara Shifrin
Ed & Elizabeth Spar
Jim & Judy Steffen
Sally Sumner
Walter Swap
George F. Timson
Charles & Sandy Townsdin
Barbara Turton
Gwen Weiner
Jan Wezelman & David Bartlett
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Cathy Anderson
Ruth Bartman
Joyce Bolinger
Sarah Boroson
Charles & Joanna Broder
Judith Brown
Carolyn Colini
Nancy Cook
Patricia & Gordon Coolman
Janice Crebbs
Terence DeCarolis
C. Jane Decker
Jack Evans
Matt Felix
Richard Fendrick
Nina Ferentinos
Lydia Fifer
Susan Fifer

$100 – 249

Dorothy Fitch & John Munier
Bob Geremia
David Gilbert
Kathryn Gordon
Donita Gross
Richard Hagerty
Marilyn Halonen
Allen Hintz
Willliam & Sarah Hufford
William & Ann Iveson
Daniel Jessen
Joe Kantauskis & Gayle Brown
Susan Kinloch
Barbara Larson
Duk Lawson
Marilee Mansfield
William McCallum
Walter Miller
Lawrence Morgan 
    & Nancy Morgan
Karen Ottenstein Beer
Detlev Pansch & Julie Steffen
Mark Raven & Ellen Shenkarow
Jo Riester
Melody Robidoux
Howard & Helen Schneider
Stephen & Janet Seltzer
Beverly & James Smith
Mark Haddad Smith
Ezra Szoke
Michael Tabor
Jennalyn Tellman
Alan Tenenhouse
James Uhrig
Dolores Vaughn
Marianne Vivirito 
    & Ross Iwamoto
Patricia Wendel
Daryl Willmarth
Sheila Wilson
Grace & Sam Young
Elizabeth Zegura

Contributions are listed from
November 1, 2022 through November
1, 2023. Space limitations prevent us
from listing contributions less than
$100.

Every contribution helps secure the
future of AFCM.

Please advise us if your name is not
listed properly or inadvertently omitted.

Sara Hunsaker
George & Cecile Klavens
Kathleen Krause
William Kruse
Katherine Larason
John Little
Wendy Lotze
Thomas & Susan Lowry
Janet Olson
Dr. Mary Peterson 
    & Dr. Lynn Nadel
Lynn Ratener
Steve Reitz & Elizabeth Evans
Jay & Elizabeth Rosenblatt
James & Sallie Soto
Harry Stacy
Rosalie Stoner
Cecily Surace
Frank & Sharon Swofford
Roger Taft
Ellen Trevors
Dimitri Voulgaropoulos 
    & Tyna Callahan
Diana Warr
Douglas Weiner
Bonnie Winn
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Randy Spalding
    by Jim Cook

Jean-Paul Bierny
    by Nina Ferentinos
    by Tommy & Margot    
         Friedmann
    by Mark Haddad Smith
    by James & Sallie Soto
    by Elliott & Wendy Weiss

Maurice Weinrobe
    by Cathy Anderson
    by Anonymous
    by Susan Fifer
    by Donna Lascell
    by Virlyn 
         & Greg Leitner
     by Elias (Lee) Pritsoulis
     by Paul Stecker
     by Leslie Tolbert 
          & Paul St. John
     by Diana Warr

Winston Warr
    by Diana Warr

Jean-Paul Bierny & Chris Tanz
Nancy Bissell
Nathaniel & Suzanne Bloomfield
Theodore & Celia Brandt
Nancy Cook
Dagmar Cushing
Lidia DelPiccolo-Morris
Dr. Marilyn Heins
Joe & Janet Hollander
Judy Kidder
Linda Leedberg
Tom & Rhoda Lewin
Jerry Peek
Ghislaine Polak
Boyer Rickel
Randy Spalding
Anonymous

$25,000 and above
Family Trust of Lotte Reyersback
Phyllis Cutcher, Trustee of the 
    Frank L. Wadleigh Trust
Anne Denny
Richard E. Firth
Carol Kramer
Arthur Maling
Claire B. Norton Fund (held at
   Community Foundation for
   Southern Arizona)
Herbert Ploch
John & Helen Schaefer Trust
Lusia Slomkowska Living Trust
Agnes Smith

$10,000 – $24,999
Marian Cowle
Minnie Kramer
Jeane Serrano

Up to $9,999
Elmer Courtland
Margeret Freundenthal
Susan R. Polleys Administrative 
    Trust
Frances Reif
Edythe Timbers

Listed are current plans and 
posthumous gifts.

Jean-Paul Bierny & Chris Tanz
Dagmar Cushing

Barry & Susan Austin
Jack McReynolds & Valerie 
    Connaughton
Paul St. John & Leslie Tolbert
Michael & Mary Turner
Joe & Connie Theobald

Anonymous
Jean-Paul Bierny & Chris Tanz
Paul St. John & Leslie Tolbert

Anonymous
Nancy Bissell
Larry Herron & Harlow Sires
Max McCauslin & John Smith
Boyer Rickel
Elaine Rousseau
Randy Spalding
Paul St. John & Leslie Tolbert

Arizona Commission on the Arts
Arizona Foundation for Tucson 
    and Southern Arizona
Associated Chamber Music 
    Players 

All commission, concert, 
and musician sponsors are
acknowledged with posters 
in the theater lobby and in concert
programs.

YOUR SUPPORT ENSURES AFCM'S FUTURE!

GIFTS IN HONOR OF

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF JEAN-PAUL BIERNY
LEGACY SOCIETY

GRANTS

COMMISSIONS

MUSIC IN THE SCHOOLS

CONCERT SPONSORSHIPS

MUSICIAN SPONSORSHIPS
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EVENING SERIES

PIANO & FRIENDS

COMMISSIONS

TUCSON WINTER CHAMBER
MUSIC FESTIVAL

Alexander Malofeev, piano
Sunday, October 22, 2023
3:00 p.m.

Nikki Chooi, violin
Timothy Chooi, violin
Sunday, January 7, 2024 
3:00 p.m.

Steven Banks, saxophone
Xak Bjerken, piano
Sunday, February 18, 2024
3:00 p.m.

Jerusalem Quartet
Wednesday, October 11, 2023
7:30 p.m.

Michael Stephen Brown, piano
Wednesday, November 8, 2023
7:30 p.m.

Isidore String Quartet
Wednesday, December 6, 2023
7:30 p.m.

Argus Quartet
Wednesday, January 17, 2024
7:30 p.m.

Chamber Music Society of
Lincoln Center
Wednesday, January 31, 2024
7:30 p.m.

Juilliard String Quartet
Wednesday, February 7, 2024
7:30 p.m.

Fauré Quartett
Wednesday, March 27, 2024 
7:30 p.m.

Winter Festival 2024
March 3–10, 2024

Peter Rejto, Artistic Director

Dover Quartet
    Joel Link, violin
    Bryan Lee, violin
    Julianne Lee, viola
    Camden Shaw, cello

Edward Arron, cello
Jennifer Frautschi, violin
Romie de Guise-Langlois,  
    clarinet
Bernadette Harvey, piano
Jeewon Park, piano
Masumi Per Rostad, viola
Randall Scarlata, baritone
Axel Strauss, violin

George Tsontakis
Portraits of El Greco, Book II
Accordo
Sunday, September 24, 2023
3:00 p.m.
Arizona Premiere

Leilehua Lanzilotti
ahupua’a
Argus Quartet 
January 17, 2024 
Arizona Premiere

Pierre Jalbert
Quintet for Clarinet and 
    Strings
Dover Quartet 
March 3, 2024
World Premiere
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Tickets online or at the box office. 

For program and artist 
information, please visit 
arizonachambermusic.org.

If you are interested in sponsoring a
concert or a musician, please
contact Cathy Anderson in the box
office or at
arizonachambermusic.org.

If you are interested in sponsoring a
commissioned work, please contact
Cathy Anderson at
office@arizonachambermusic.org

2023-2024 SEASON

SPECIAL CONCERT

Accordo
Sunday, September 24, 2023
3:00 p.m.
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AFCM dedicates our 2023-2024 Season to
Jean-Paul Bierny, who brilliantly led this

organization for 35 years.
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6

Isidore String Quartet

SUNDAY, JANUARY 7

Chooi Brothers, violins

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 17

Argus Quartet

Phone: 520-577-3769

info@arizonachambermusic.org

arizonachambermusic.org

facebook.com/arizonachambermusic 

ADDITIONAL GRANT SUPPORT PROVIDED BY:

Coming next from AFCM!
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AFCM dedicates our 2023-2024 Season to Jean-Paul Bierny,
who brilliantly led this organization for 35 years.

Tucson lost a remarkable advocate for chamber music with the passing of Jean-Paul

Bierny on October 3. His journey into the world of chamber music began on a

Chicago-bound plane when cellist Peter Rejto proposed the idea of a winter chamber

music festival. Jean-Paul's unwavering determination and passion for music brought

this idea to life, leading to the creation of the Tucson Winter Chamber Music Festival,

now celebrating its 30th season. Throughout his life, Jean-Paul was a driving force

behind the Arizona Friends of Chamber Music, serving as its board president for 35

years. He earned recognition for his dedication, receiving the prestigious Acclaim

Award from Chamber Music America in 2016.

Jean-Paul Bierny, originally from Belgium, pursued a career in medicine but developed

a deep appreciation for chamber music during his time in Europe. After relocating to

Tucson, he immersed himself in the local chamber music scene, eventually becoming

the president of the Arizona Friends of Chamber Music in 1977. Under his leadership,

the organization introduced the Piano and Friends series, the Winter Chamber Music

Festival, and a commissioning program that resulted in nearly 80 new works by

renowned composers. His passion for music extended beyond the stage, as he hosted

post-concert dinners at his home with musicians and audiences alike.

Though Jean-Paul Bierny is no longer with us, his legacy will continue to resonate

through the Arizona Friends of Chamber Music. AFCM is dedicating this season to

honor his memory, and his impact on the world of chamber music will forever be

cherished by musicians and music lovers alike.


